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27th February, 2001

Her Excellency the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson 

Rideau Hall 

Ottawa

Ontario 

K1A OA1 

Your Excellency, 

Ref.: “Order of Canada” Award - W. Glen How 

I am a British national and write on behalf of a group of people. We have a keen interest in all things “Commonwealth” and appreciate it when government officials can be seen to be carrying out their responsibilities with diligence and integrity. Your awards are of interest to us for a number of reasons, and may I state at the outset that we have no problem in seeing honours bestowed on individuals in recognition of their contribution to society. We therefore commend your upcoming appointments in principle. 

Many of us in the UK are puzzled, however, by the appointment of W. Glen How to the “Order of Canada”. We do not know him personally, but we know of his position as legal representative for the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, commonly known as Jehovah’s Witnesses. Before posing the specific questions our group have relating to this award, it would be appropriate to briefly outline a few things that may put these questions into context for you. 

We assume that you are aware of the increasing controversies surrounding this organisation in many countries around the world. India is the most recent country to recognise that the charitable works they claim are not really such. Russian courts have pronounced them harmful. The French government is claiming back millions of pounds due to their tax evasion tactics. And in the UK the Charity Commission is investigating their activities as has been widely reported in the press. There is also now overwhelming evidence in the public domain that shows them to be a potentially divisive and dangerous group. The recent reports of them creating virtual safe-havens for paedophiles has rocked the USA, and looming class-action suites are set to focus on this even more vividly. 

It must be admitted that Witness PR is excellent - but the image portrayed often masks the reality. 

I have spent over two years investigating their activities locally, nationally, and also at the international level. During this time I engaged in direct legal correspondence with them writing some 50,000 words and chronicling their responses and replies. (My solicitor holds the documentary evidence of this.) Many abuses of basic human rights emerged during this time.   

I feel I can speak with authority on these matters since my wife and I were Witnesses for almost 40 years, and within my immediate family we have a combined total of over 430 years of personal experience as Witnesses to draw on. 

However, please do not misunderstand the motivation for this letter. I am not simply a disenfranchised former member having a good whinge. I now head a counselling service assisting cult victims on an international level, and am dealing with damaged people on an almost daily basis. The effects of the sophisticated, well-documented, mind-control techniques used over periods of years, or decades, can lead to serious problems. I am often contacted by Witnesses who remain anonymous (initially at least) out of fear. Ex-Witnesses still having deep-seated psychological problems, some contemplating or having attempted suicide. (There are many authoritative studies by independent researchers on the mental health of Jehovah’s Witnesses. I have attached a Canadian Research Paper from 1992 as an example.) 

With this in mind may I get to the specifics of my reason for writing to you? 

Our group is puzzled that this honour is going to W. Glen How because as a loyal Witness he is not allowed to engage in many of the normal patriotic aspects of Canadian life. 

This includes:

· Flag saluting

· Serving in the military

· Singing, playing or standing for the National Anthem

· Honouring war veteran’s on any day of the year

· Wearing a poppy on memorial days or weeks

· Reciting or repeating the Oath of Allegiance

· Until last year he was prohibited, as were all Witnesses, from voting in any elections 

· He may not celebrate Canada Day, or encourage a spirit of nationalism

In addition to this he believes that the Canadian Government is inherently evil and of the Devil, and that God will destroy you and your Government very soon at “Armageddon”. He tells everyone in the witness movement to shun “worldly governments”, as this is what Witnesses interpret the Bible to mean when it says to keep “separate from this world”.

Accordingly, we have three questions regarding this. 

1. In view of the forgoing how are you able to honour him without totally compromising his religious integrity? 

2. Who it was that specifically nominated him for this award?

3. What criteria was used by the nominating board for putting him forward since they presumably knew of his strong religious convictions in view of the role he has played in representing Watchtower backed legal cases over many years? 

I conclude by emphasising that our motive for writing is not one of criticism of your awards system in any way. These are clearly designed to recognise the worthy achievements of individuals and the outstanding contributions they may make to society. Rather, we are trying to reconcile what appear to be anomalies in what we know from our personal experience of this potentially abusive organisation, and its senior representatives, and this particular aspect of your awards. 

May I thank you in advance on behalf of our group for your consideration of this matter, and for your anticipated response to our questions.  

Yours truly,

William S Blackmore 

William S. Blackmore 

For and on behalf of: Parched Earth Ministries
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