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STRENGTHENING CHILD PROTECTION

MP writes to the Home Secretary

Helen Clark has written to the Home Secretary with some additions or 

amendments to proposed legislation to strengthen public protection against 

sex offenders and reform the law on sexual offences. A White Paper

"Protecting the Public"* published last week offers a short period for further

consultation before an expected Bill in the New Year. Mrs Clark has 

already been in correspondence with the Home Office following concerns

over the need for greater protection for children against abuse within some

organisations.

"I hope that the Home Secretary will agree that this is an opportunity to introduce certain

measures that would greatly enhance the safety of children whose complaints of abuse go

unreported or who are afraid to complain because their family members, who may in any

case include the abuser, are also members of the organisation within which the abuse has

taken place and they may have very little contact with any trusted adults outside that

close circle.

"Particularly following the on-going revelations of abuse within the Roman Catholic 

church, I feel it is time to put child safety before Government fears of appearing to

interfere in the private realm, even where religion is involved. The Catholic church has

in fact instituted an explicit child protection policy which will I am sure be a huge

improvement for all those concerned including those in authority who otherwise may

have to make very difficult decision unsupported by institutional structures."

ENDS

*PROTECTING THE PUBLIC: Strengthening protection against sex offenders and reforming the

law on sexual offences. Home Office White Paper Cm 5668 Nov 2002
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Home Office White Paper Cm 5668 November 2002

SOME SUGGESTIONS TO ENHANCE THE PROTECTION FOR

CHILDREN PARTICULARLY IN CERTAIN TYPES OF INSTITUTION OR

ORGANISATION.

1. Mandatory reporting of allegations of abuse

When a child reports sexual abuse to a person of authority in an organisation by a

member of that organisation that person must report the allegations to the police. This

is the case in 15 states in the USA. Organisations should not be allowed to operate

according to their own discretion.

2. In addition, organisations should be required to have an explicit child

protection policy operated by persons with appropriate training or in close

partnership with such persons or outside organisations.

3.        Defining the circumstances of the proposed offence of 'grooming' (para.54

p.25) It should be recognised that such circumstances could be institutionally

provided through the policies and practices of an organisation whereby children are

led, indeed may be exhorted, to trust unconditionally persons in positions of authority

over them which may have the same effect as individual grooming behaviour.

4.       'Familial sexual activity' (Para. 58 p.26) the wide definition of which I

welcome as reflecting the more fluid and variable patterns of household composition

and child-rearing responsibilities today, could also reflect the fact that some 

organisations operate almost as total institutions severely restricting children's access

to outside social groups and adult members of the organisation may have as much if

not more potential influence over a child as if living in the same household,

particularly where men have much higher power and status than women.
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